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MID-ATLANTIC TAB

Mid-Atlantic TAB is the Technical Assistance to
Brownfields (TAB) provider for EPA Region 3. 

Resources we offer include Brownfield Education

                  This includes today’s EPA Grant webinar!

What do we do?  
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EPA BROWNFIELD
GRANT FY26 WEBINAR 
- PART 1

Check out Part 1 here for more
details about each brownfield
grant application, including
threshold, narrative, meeting
requirements, and eligible
activities

State EPA Grant Webinar = Part 2

https://brownfields.wvu.edu/events/destination-grant-award-how-to-fund-your-brownfield-project


Overview of EPA Brownfields Grants and Eligibility

SAM.GOV and Application Threshold Criteria

FY26 MARC Grant Changes

Grant Package

Key Information

TAB Resources and any Questions

AGENDA



Also referred to as MARC Grants  
Multi-Purpose
Assessment
Revolving Loan Funds (Not included this round)
Cleanup

EPA GRANT OVERVIEW
FY 26



Applications due
to Grants.gov

EPA GRANT TIMELINE

National Review

EPA Office of Brownfields &
Land Revitalization Selection

Review 

Selection
Announcement

February/March

March/April

May

June

Threshold Eligibility
Review

January 28, 2026



State, local, and tribal governments 

General purpose units of local government

Regional council or redevelopment agency sanctioned by a state

Non-profit organizations*

Quasi-governmental agencies 

             

ELIGIBILITY- ALL GRANTS

*501c4 organizations that lobby the federal government are not eligible for EPA Brownfield Grants

Source: See EPA Eligible Entities for more details

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/eligibility


Grant Type Maximum Project Period
Maximum Amount per
Grant

Estimated Awards
Total Per Grant Type -
Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs

Total Per Grant Type -
Regular Appropriated
Funds

Multipurpose 5 years $1,000,000 20 $20,000,000

Community-wide
Assessment

4 years $500,000 70 $35,000,000

Assessment Coalitions 4 years $1,500,000 39 $58,700,000

Community-wide
Assessment Grants for
State and Tribes

5 years $2,000,000 18 $35,000,000

Cleanup 4 years $500,000 10 $5,000,000

Cleanup 4 years $4,000,000 26 $102,000,000

Anticipated Funding for FY26



FY26 Eligibility Chart
for Multiple Applications



FY26 Eligibility Chart
for Existing Grant
Recipients 



SAM.GOV



SAM.gov

The System for Award Management (SAM) is an
official website of the U.S. Government. There is
NO cost to use SAM. You can use this site for free
to:

  
Register to do business with the U.S.
Government

Update or renew your entity registration

Check the status of an entity registration

Search for entity registration and exclusion
records

Can take at least 2 weeks or more to
complete- Don’t Wait! 



SAM.gov

The NOFOs (grant application guidelines)
are available through www.grants.gov

All applicants are required to have an
active Sam.gov registration

Applicants should ensure they have an
active Unique Entity ID (UEI) now. EPA
may not be flexible in allowing
applicants to submit applications outside
of www.grants.gov. 



You will need:

Unique Entity ID (if not a first time registrant)

Tax ID #

Bank routing number, bank account number, and
account type (i.e. checking/savings) to set up
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

All non-Federal entities must mail original, signed,
and notarized letter to the Federal Service Desk
within 30 days of activation. 

Must be renewed every 12 months

Must be active when applying for
grants 

Make sure contact information is
correct and up to date 

FREE to register and renew-
Watch Out for Scams! 

To Register/Check Status/Renew: www.sam.gov 



PROCUREMENT
WARNING

A qualified environmental professional (QEP) cannot prepare grant application AND
be awarded contract to implement grant (Multipurpose, Assessment, RLF, Cleanup)
without going through competitive bid process

This prevents the QEP from having an unfair competitive advantage 



THRESHOLD CRITERIA
HIGHLIGHTS



THRESHOLD CRITERIA
ALL Grants

Threshold eligibility criteria ensure applicants are eligible to receive an EPA Brownfield MARC grant
Criteria are pass/fail and based on certain requests for information identified in the following slides
Information submitted is used by EPA only to make eligibility determinations for EPA Brownfield grants
Only applications that pass all threshold criteria will be evaluated against evaluation criteria in
Section 5.A. - Evaluation Criteria - of Grant Solicitations
Double check your work!! You cannot make changes to your application past the submission
deadline and EPA cannot accept additional documents past the deadline.

Responses to each criterion are required and must be included as an attachment to the grant Narrative
which is included in application submitted to EPA.

Applicants deemed ineligible for funding consideration as a result of the threshold eligibility review
will be notified within 15 calendar days of the ineligibility determination.



THRESHOLD CRITERIA
ALL Grants

Current letter from environmental state
agency acknowledging that applicant
plans to conduct activities and apply
for FY26 brownfield grant

Letter from previous year(s) not
permitted

Assessment/Multipurpose
Grant

Cleanup Grant
Current letter from environmental state agency
acknowledging that applicant plans to conduct cleanup
activities and apply for FY26 brownfield grant
Site Characterization: 

Determination must be made by the state
environmental agency that either:

A sufficient level of characterization has been
performed OR
Additional assessment is needed

If additional assessment is needed, a statement from
the applicant confirming that sufficient
characterization will be completed by June 15, 2026
must be included

Phase II ESA completed (or equivalent) 



MUST be sole owner of the site at the time of
application submission.

Fee simple title through a legal document.

The owner must have conducted all
appropriate inquiries (AAI) prior to acquiring
the property. 

   

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment not more
than 180 days before the property transfer.

The owner must not be liable in any way
for the contamination at the site or
affiliated with any other person
potentially liable for the contamination.  

THRESHOLD CRITERIA 
Cleanup Grants
Ownership Eligibility  



Discuss the draft application

Consider public comments

Can be a regularly scheduled community meeting with other
topics

In-person and/or virtual

Required attachments for grant application: 

Copy of newspaper/online advertisement of meeting

Comments or a summary of the public comments received

Response to public comments

Meeting notes or summary of
          public meeting(s)

Sign-in sheets or participant list 

PUBLIC MEETING

COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING
Cleanup Grants  
THRESHOLD CRITERIA



Ad in local newspaper or an equivalent means to communicate with target community.
No later than two weeks before the application is submitted (January 14,
2026)

Must clearly state: 

A copy of this grant application, including draft ABCA(s), is available for public
review and comment

How to comment on the draft application

Where the draft is located (i.e. town hall, library, website)

Date, time, and location of public meeting(s)  
  

COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION

COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING

THRESHOLD CRITERIA
Cleanup Grants  



Cleanup Grant
THRESHOLD CRITERIA - INFOGRAPHIC

Full handout available on
our website!

https://brownfields.wvu.edu/files/d/ac0d8152-d72b-46fc-b5b6-06363c24a5fe/epa-cleanup-grants-threshold-criteria-handout.pdf


Assessment Grant
THRESHOLD CRITERIA - INFOGRAPHIC

Full handout available on
our website!

https://brownfields.wvu.edu/files/d/307c7fef-22d5-444c-a357-027e2d519c97/epa-assessment-grants-threshold-criteria.pdf


*Note that RLF Grants are not included in FY26 solicitations 

FY26 MAC* GRANT CHANGES



EPA BROWNFIELD MAC GRANT

Complete list of changes to all grant guidelines
for FY26 can be found here

Changes for FY26

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/summary-of-fy26-bf-mac-grant-guideline-changes_11-20-25.pdf


ALL GRANTS



ALL GRANTS

EPA now uses streamlined NOFO (notice of
funding opportunities) template, in line with
2024 Uniform Grants Guidance updates.

Information rearranged into different
sections
Review FY26 guidelines for details

Review updated language and
requirements to align with priorities; Ex:
Justice40 initiatives removed

[All grants but cleanup] Section 2.A:
Clarification on how nonprofit organization
exempt from taxation under section 501(c)
(4) may be eligible to apply

Sample Format for Budget Table provided
in the guidelines.

NEW CHANGES 

Not a complete list of guideline changes. See link for complete list.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/summary-of-fy26-bf-mac-grant-guideline-changes_11-20-25.pdf


ASSESSMENT GRANTS



NEW CHANGES 

Entities with an open Community-Wide Assessment Grant for States
and Tribes (CWAGST) award (or a pending CWAGST award) must
meet the 60.00% drawdown requirement for each CWAGST grant to
apply for CWAGST funding under this solicitation. 

Community-Wide Assessment Grants  

Current Assessment & Multipurpose Grant recipients that want
to apply for CWAGST funding must have met 70.00%
drawdown requirement by October 1, 2025 to apply for FY26
Community-Wide Assessment Grant. 

Point/Percentage Distribution
Project Area Description and Plan for Revitalization – 26% 
Community Need and Community Engagement – 23% 
Task Description, Cost Estimates, and Measuring Success – 29%  
Programmatic Capability – 22%  

Maximum number of points: 155 (reduced from 160)

Not a complete list of guideline changes. See link for complete list.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/summary-of-fy26-bf-mac-grant-guideline-changes_11-20-25.pdf


NEW CHANGES 

Awards available up to $1,500,000

Assessment Coalition Grants  

Current Assessment & Multipurpose Grant recipients
that want to apply for funding must have met 70.00%
drawdown requirement by October 1, 2025 to apply
for FY26 Community-wide Assessment Grant. 

Project Area Description and Plan for Revitalization – 28%
Community Need and Community Engagement – 22%
Task Description, Cost Estimates, and Measuring Success – 28%
Programmatic Capability – 22%

Entities with open award (or pending an award for)
Community-wide Assessment Grant for States and
Tribes are not eligible to apply for Assessment Grant
funding under this solicitation. 

Previous limitations on entities eligible to lead
Assessment Coalition Grant removed. List of entities
eligible to apply for FY26 Assessment Coalition Grant
is same for both lead and non-lead coalition
members. 

Point/Percentage Distribution

Maximum number of points: 160 (reduced from 165)

Coalition target areas may not overlap, and the
target areas must be in at least three (3) distinct
municipalities or jurisdictions (e.g., town, city, or
Tribe).



MULTIPURPOSE GRANT



NEW CHANGES 

Current Assessment & Multipurpose Grant recipients that
want to apply for funding must have met 70.00%
drawdown requirement by October 1, 2025 to apply for
FY26 Community-wide Assessment Grant. 

Entities with an open award (or pending an award for)
Community-wide Assessment Grant for States and Tribes
are not eligible to apply for Multipurpose Grant funding
under this solicitation. 

Multipurpose Grants  
Project Area Description and Plan for Revitalization – 27.5%
Community Need and Community Engagement – 24%
Task Description, Cost Estimates, and Measuring Success –
27.5%
Programmatic Capability – 21%

Point/Percentage Distribution

Maximum number of points: 165 (Reduced from 170)

Not a complete list of guideline changes. See link for complete list.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/summary-of-fy26-bf-mac-grant-guideline-changes_11-20-25.pdf


CLEANUP GRANTS



NEW CHANGES 
Cleanup Grants  
Applicant site characterization

If additional assessment is needed to “sufficiently
characterize the site(s) for the remediation work to
begin”:

a statement must be included confirming that
additional assessment will need to be performed AND 
affirm that a sufficient level of site characterization
will be performed by June 15, 2026 to allow for
remediation work to begin.

This is in addition to required state environmental agency
letter for Cleanup Grant applications

Not a complete list of guideline changes. See link for complete list.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-11/summary-of-fy26-bf-mac-grant-guideline-changes_11-20-25.pdf


NEW CHANGES 
Cleanup Grants  
If your site is eligible to enroll in
your state VRP/VCP:

Letter from State Environmental Authority must indicate
whether the site(s) is enrolled or intends to be enrolled
in state or Tribal voluntary response program for
oversight (Site Characterization, Section B(9)b. of
Threshold Criteria requirements in NOFO)

Grant budget can include costs for state VRP/VCP
process!



NEW CHANGES 
Cleanup Grants  
Current Multipurpose Grant recipients that want to
apply for funding must meet 70.00% drawdown
requirement by October 1, 2025 to apply for FY26
Cleanup Grant. 

Project Area Description and Plan for Revitalization – 31.5%
Community Need and Community Engagement – 20%
Task Description, Cost Estimates, and Measuring Success – 31.5%
Programmatic Capability – 17%

Point/Percentage Distribution

Maximum number of points: 175 (Reduced from 180)



QUESTIONS?



GRANT PACKAGE



Applicant Identification
Name & Full Address

Website URL

Funding Requested
Grant Type
Federal Funds Amount Requested

Location

Target Area & Priority Site  Information (Site-
Specific Assessment and Cleanup Only)

Contacts

Population- of your jurisdiction or the targeted
areas

Other factors checklist
Slightly different for each grant

Letter from from DNREC

APPLICANT* INFORMATION SHEET
Limited to 3 Pages 

Please note: Copies of applications submitted under this funding opportunity may be made
publicly available on EPA’s website. EPA recommends that applications not include
confidential business information (CBI) or trade secrets. See guidelines for additional info.

*Formerly referred to as Narrative Information Sheet



The Narrative, which includes responses to the ranking criteria, must provide sufficient detail to allow
for an evaluation of the merits of the application.

i.Project Description and Plan for Revitalization
ii.Community Need and Community Engagement

iii. Task Descriptions, cost estimates, and measuring progress
iv.Programmatic Capability and Past Performance

Threshold Criteria Responses 
Other Factors and Considerations

NARRATIVE & RANKING CRITERIA
NOTE: Page Limits!

Note: EPA only evaluates the information that is requested and required in the NOFO.
Therefore, we do not encourage applicants to solicit support letters from members of
Congress or include such letters with their applications. 

All Narratives must be single-spaced. Nothing exceeding page limit will be reviewed.
Cleanup/Assessment Grant: 10 page limit
Multipurpose Grant: 12 page limit



Letter From State Environmental Authority 
GRANT PACKAGE:



STATE-SPECIFIC THRESHOLD CRITERIA
Cleanup & Multipurpose Grants

If eligible for Brownfield Program: If NOT eligible for Brownfield Program:

THE APPLICANT IS A RESPONSIBLE PARTY

THE APPLICANT IS NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH
ALL ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS IN
DELAWARE

IS A CHRONIC VIOLATOR

IS IN A CURRENT ENFORCEMENT ACTION WITH
A STATE OR A FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL
AGENCY

THE APPLICANT MUST AFFIRMATIVELY
DEMONSTRATE THEY DID NOT CAUSE OR
CONTRIBUTE TO THE RELEASE

THE APPLICANT MUST BE IN FULL COMPLIANCE
WITH ALL ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS IN
DELAWARE

MUST NOT BE A CHRONIC VIOLATOR

MUST NOT BE IN ANY CURRENT ENFORCEMENT
ACTION WITH A STATE OR A FEDERAL
ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY



DNREC REVIEW
DNREC must review assessment results

State letter must affirm eligibility for the site to be entered into the Delaware Brownfield
Program

Letter must also affirm that the site either has a sufficient level of site characterization
to begin remediation or will require additional assessment/site characterization to
begin remediation

For sites not eligible for the Brownfield Program (e.g., asbestos), an Environmental
Professional must certify that a sufficient level of site characterization has been
performed in order to begin remediation OR that additional assessment needs to be
completed

Please submit your request to DNREC as soon as possible so that DNREC has sufficient
time to review assessment data!



LETTER FROM DNREC

Required attachment for all grants

Acknowledges state’s awareness and
support of the project(s)

Site Characteristic level from ESA

One letter can be used for multiple
applications

Letter must be current (cannot use
previous year’s letter)

Contact for State Letter:
DNREC 
Melissa.Leckie@delaware.gov

Request should:
Include the grant applying for,
location, and the plan for the
site/project.
Please submit your request to DNREC
as soon as possible with at least a 2-
week notice before your expected
submission timeframe

Check out DNREC’s website here!

https://dnrec.delaware.gov/


KEY INFORMATION



Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424)

Budget information for Non-Construction Programs (SF-424A)

EPA Key Contacts Form 5700-54

Pre-award Compliance Review Report (EPA Form 4700-4)
Guidance on how to complete this form is available at
www.epa.gov/grants/tips-completing-epa-form-4700-4 

Project Narrative Attachment Form
Attach the Narrative Information Sheet, the Narrative, and required
attachments as one file.  

FEDERAL FORMS

To assist with completing the various federal forms, EPA has created a file with
sample forms (pdf) that include useful tips and suggestions for your use and
reference. Please click the link to access: Sample Federal Forms

The most current version of the forms listed above can be found on the 
EPA Applicant and Recipient Forms website.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-09/FY24%20Sample%20Federal%20Forms.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-applicant-and-recipient-forms


GRANT DEBRIEF

If you applied previously and were
unsuccessful, refer to your Grant Debrief



When In Doubt...
Check the FAQs!

Other EPA Resources, including slides and recordings of webinars, can be found
on our MARC Grant Resources page

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/frequently-asked-questions-about-multipurpose-assessment-rlf-and-cleanup-grants
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources


QUESTIONS?



MID-ATLANTIC TAB CAN HELP!



MID-ATLANTIC TAB 
Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)

Brownfield Education
Trainings, webinars, events

Resource Identification
Grant writing assistance, grant review, resource road maps

Local Brownfield Program Support
Brownfield Inventory Development, questions on sites, technical support

Project Development & Design Assistance
Site-specific design assistance, design support  



University of Delaware’s Institute
for Public Administration (IPA) is

part of Mid-Atlantic TAB

We offer additional free direct grant
assistance to state agencies and DE local

governments through GAP



IMPORTANT DEADLINES
January 16, 2026

January 14, 2026

January 28, 2026

Deadline to submit draft applications
to Mid-Atlantic TAB for review 

Deadline to submit request for letter
to DNREC

EPA Grant Submittal Deadline 



Melissa Leckie
Melissa.Leckie@delaware.gov

Tony Geiger
geiger.anthony@epa.gov

Sandra Woolston,
Sandra.Woolston@delaware.gov

DE CONTACTS

Call DNREC for: Call EPA for:

Threshold criteria questions

Note: EPA is limited on assistance they can
provide while EPA Brownfield Grant NOFOs
are open

State environmental agency letter Dawn Farver
farver.dawn@epa.gov

Assistance with grant application



MID-ATLANTIC TAB CONTACTS

Almost anything!

Call TAB for:

We cannot write that grant, but we can
assist with brainstorming and review

*
*

Jen Reitz
jreitz@udel.edu



UPCOMING EVENTS

Delaware Brownfields Conference
July 16, 2026

Updates and links will be shared in the 
Mid-Atlantic TAB monthly newsletter.

Subscribe to TAB Newsletter

https://wvu.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4e606736faba2ed80d538a0d5&id=818e82b69a


Stay Connected

TAB Hotline:  (304) 293-7002

Direct Email: wvutab@mail.wvu.edu

Sign up for an individual consultation

Subscribe to the TAB Newsletter

Other Resources
Brownfields Website   |   Brownfields Grants   |   Brownfields Solicitations   |   Brownfield FAQ   |   Brownfields & Infrastructure Law    |   Mid-Atlantic TAB Website 

TAB LinkTree

tel:3042937002
mailto:wvutab@mail.wvu.edu
https://outlook.office.com/book/WVUTABSchedulingCalendar@WestVirginiaUniversity.onmicrosoft.com/?ismsaljsauthenabled=true
https://wvu.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4e606736faba2ed80d538a0d5&id=818e82b69a
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-funding
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-historic-investment-brownfields
https://brownfields.wvu.edu/
https://brownfields.wvu.edu/
https://linktr.ee/wvutab

