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MID-ATLANTIC TAB TEAM
Mid-Atlantic Technical Assistance to
Brownfields (TAB) is a collaboration among
leading programs across EPA Region 3:

Delaware
Maryland
Pennsylvania
Virginia
West Virginia
Washington, DC



Mid-Atlantic TAB Overview
The Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)
Program provides technical assistance to
communities and stakeholders to help address their
brownfield sites and to increase their understanding
and involvement in brownfields cleanup,
revitalization, and reuse. 

The TAB Program is funded by EPA and available to
all stakeholders at no cost.

Acquiring, assessing, cleaning up and
redeveloping brownfield properties;

The health impacts of brownfield sites;

How science and technology are used for site
assessment, remediation, redevelopment and
reuse; and

How to comply with voluntary cleanup
requirements.

Independent resource providing support and guidance to help
communities understand:



SERVICES 
WE 
PROVIDE

Education and outreach
Like today’s webinar!

EPA Grantee support
EPA application support
Technical assistance

Site specific
Area-wide



The National Register Program

Federal list of historically-significant

resources worthy of preservation 

Established in 1966 via National Historic

Preservation Act 

Administered by the National Park Service 

Overseen by a State Historic Preservation

Office (SHPO) in each state 

Almost 100,000 listings encompassing

nearly two million resources



What National Register Listing
Does

Provides recognition and prestige for

the property

Provides limited protection from

state/federally funded actions

Eligible to apply for grants

Eligible for historic rehabilitation tax

credits



Does not restrict use or sale of the property

Does not require continued maintenance of the property

Does not require the property to be open to the public

Does not guarantee funds for restoration or perpetual

maintenance

Does not protect property from demolition

Does not provide a historical marker for the property

These lack of restrictions are only on the state/federal level;

municipalities may establish their own regulations on the treatment

of historic properties, but this is entirely optional

What National Register Listing
Does Not Do



>50 years old in most circumstances

Must retain historic integrity

Consent of at least 50% of property owners

Meet one of the NR Criteria of Eligibility:

A - site of a historical event or historical pattern/trend

B - associated with historically significant person

C - historical architecture, art, engineering, design, etc.

D - archaeological potential

Qualifications



“A district possesses a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites,

buildings, structures, or objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or

physical development.”

In most cases, a district must be contiguous; not divided into separate, non-

connecting parcels

Resources within a district must collectively meet at least one of the Criteria for

eligibility

Resources within the district boundaries that meet NR qualifications are called

“Contributing”; those that don’t meet the qualifications are “Non-Contributing”

What is a Historic District?



Criterion A
Site of a historic event, pattern or trend

Most district nominations use Criterion A



Criterion B
A place closely associated with a historically significant

person or people during the productive part of their

life/lives

Usually the home or workplace of an individual

Only rarely is it used for historic districts



Criterion C
Excellent, well-preserved examples of an historic

architectural style, engineering technique,

landscape design, work of a master, etc.

Encompasses homes and buildings; public art and

monuments; parks and cemeteries; bridges,

tunnels, and dams



Criterion D
For resources that have the potential to yield new

information on a historical subject

Primarily for archaeological sites; don’t need to be

fully excavated

Encompasses former industrial sites; Native

American sites; burial grounds; military

entrenchment or fort sites



National Register Listing Process
1.A historic preservation consultant surveys the proposed historic district -

suggests the boundaries and what resources should be Contributing/Non-

Contributing

2.SHPO reviews survey results, provides comments if requested

3.Nominator works on completing the nomination form; SHPO reviews, revises,

comments on, and approves form

4.Nomination presented to the State Review Board (SRB) for approval

5.SHPO sends nomination to the National Park Service for final review and

approval; if approved, SHPO notifies local officials and property owners



Why Resurvey Existing Historic
Districts and Revise Nominations?

    

Legal implications of NR documents

Updates to Significance Evaluations, Period

of Significance, and Resource Count

Clarification of Contributing/ Non-

contributing status

Correction of errors and omissions

Evolving technical standards for National Register nominations



Grant Funding Eligibility

Is the building listed or eligible for

the National Register?

Has it been altered? What is its

current condition?

What characteristic features need to

be preserved?



Economic Benefits

*Building must be listed in the National Register individually or as a contributing resource in a historic district
**Work must conform to the historic preservation standards for historic buildings

Get Money Back on

your State and

Federal Taxes for

Rehabilitating Historic

Buildings!**



Environmental Review and
Compliance

Clarity of National Register status,

location and boundaries

Save time in the project process by

already having the project area surveyed

Have some ideas for mitigation measures

ready to go - documentation, content for

interpretive signs, potential National

Register nominations, educational

materials, etc.



Local Design Review and Planning

Is a building subject to review?

What are the “characteristic features” of a

particular building?

Which buildings in our town qualify for

grants and tax credits?

Historic districts can be a selling point for

businesses, residents, investors, and tourists



A Word about Historic Preservation Funding
Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) - Federal dollars that are shared among 59 SHPOs and

222 THPOs ($150-$225 million annually)

HPF dollars help fund SHPO staff to provide Section 106 project reviews

HPF dollars provide preservation grants to local governments, organizations, and

citizens

The HPF is NOT FUNDED BY TAXES; it is funded by the proceeds of offshore oil and gas

drilling leases. 

The Department of the Interior has not released FY2025 appropriated funds. Proposed

2026 budgets eliminate all HPF funding.

If you believe that supporting state and local preservation projects, and ensuring that
SHPO staff can provide timely environmental reviews is worthy of federal funding,

please contact your elected representatives and ask them to fund the HPF.



Evolving Standards - Survey



Evolving Standards - Survey





Evolving Standards - Nominations



Evolving Standards



Boundary Issues





Challenges in Resurvey and
Nomination Amendments
Incorrect Coordinates / Locations  |  Renumbered Addresses  |  Demolitions  |  Mapping



Create a database (Excel, Access, GIS, etc.)

Download every existing HPI from the WVSHPO map/files and

add the info to the project database (Survey No., address,

eligibility, date of construction)

Match every existing survey number to the correct building on

aerial imagery

Add every other building within the boundary to the database

Complete preliminary research on buildings (name, date of

construction, function) 

Make a field survey checklist of properties to record

Where to Start? 
Pre-Field Mapping and Data





Field Survey
Conduct the survey with the National
Register nomination in mind.
Be Safe.
Document EVERY building within the
survey area, old & new, pristine &... not.
Photograph at least two views of every
property, and take lots of
streetscapes/environs photos.
Keep a photo log.
Talk with the locals. Lead with “We’re
studying the history of the neighborhood.”



Current Architectural Survey
Standards

Don’t Make it Up! Use the WVSHPO National Register and

Architecture/History Survey Manual
           https://wvculture.org/agencies/state-historic-preservation-office-shpo/historic-and-archaeological-survey/ 



WV Historic Property Inventory
(HPI) Forms



Gathering Data



Research Resources

Historic Aerial Imagery

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
(loc.gov)

USGS Topo Maps (TopoView)

Census Data (Ancestry.com)

Historic Photos (WVHistoryonView.org)



Completely new Registration Form (10-900)

or Modified Continuation Sheet (10-900a)?

Historic Context

Period of Significance

Criteria and Areas of Significance

National Register Boundary

Complete Inventory of Contributing and

Non-Contributing Resources

Updated NR Documents



Surveys from State to State



Pennsylvania: PA-SHARE
GIS-based survey and
database
Surveys conducted using
ESRI Survey123 app
May require paid
subscription
Two survey levels:
Identification and
Evaluation
Consult PA-SHPO survey
standards and coordinate
with staff



Maryland Historical Trust
Consult Survey Manual
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Places (MIHP) form -
very similar to National
Register nomination form
Other formats such as
spreadsheets and
Determination of Eligibility
forms also may be used
depending on scope of
project
MEDUSA - online GIS system



Virginia Department of Historic Resources

Consult Survey Manual
Windshield,
Reconnaissance or
Intensive-Level Surveys
VCRIS - VDHR’s GIS
system
Information for buildings is
entered into VCRIS via
web
May require paid
subscription 



Case Study: Wheeling Historic
District Additional Documentation

Listed in 1979

204 Contributing and 53 Non-

Contributing Resources

Period of Significance was 1825-1939

Nomination became outdated as

contributing buildings were demolished or

altered and non-contributing buildings

aged past 50 years





Additional Documentation listed in 2023

Mills group produced new inventory of

resources and expanded history

112 Contributing and 56 Non-Contributing

resources

Period of Significance extended to 1825-1977

Reflects changes; provides more useful

information; helped district remain on the NR









Upcoming Events

WV BROWNFIELDS & MAIN STREET CONFERENCE

2025 NATIONAL BROWNFIELDS CONFERENCE
The National Brownfields Training Conference is the largest event
in the nation focused on environmental revitalization and economic
redevelopment. 
Chicago, IL

West Virginia’s premier redevelopment event with sessions and
workshops on brownfields redevelopment and downtown
revitalization in rural communities. 
Morgantown, WV

5-8

9-11
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MAPC WEBINAR: CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS ON HOUSING

Learn about the role that planners and local, regional, and state
government can play in helping households reduce their physical
and financial exposure to climate and weather-related risks.
 Zoom | 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm

2
JULY
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https://gobrownfields.org/
https://wvbrownfields.org/event/2025-wv-brownfields-main-street-conference/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eVIHwpKYTyu28MgpohqUqw#/registration


TAB is independent resource providing support and guidance
to help communities understand:

Acquiring, assessing, cleaning up and redeveloping

brownfield properties;

The health impacts of brownfield sites;

How science and technology are used for site assessment,

remediation, redevelopment and reuse; and

How to comply with voluntary cleanup requirements.

How TAB Can Help
Find all our links in

one place!

Questions?
Direct Email: wvutab@mail.wvu.edu 

Visit our LinkTree to find our
website, social media pages,

registrations, and more.

https://linktr.ee/wvutab?utm_source=linktree_admin_share


Courtney Zimmerman, PE
Owner/Senior Architectural Historian
Aurora Research Associates, LLC
courtney@aurora-llc.com 

Cody Straley 
National Register and Architectural Survey Coordinator
WV State Historic Preservation Office
cody.straley@wv.gov

Katie See
Assistant Director
Mid-Atlantic TAB
katie.see@mail.wvu.edu 

We’re Here to Help!
Today’s Speakers


